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About our catchment
Part of the Temuka nutrient allocation zone (red) 

State of the Environment testing showed the Lower Kakahu

High DRP 

High E.Coli

N levels are currently within LWRP standards

David Kelly advised S.O.E testing had ceased and advised 
further testing ourselves

Kakahu Streams & Groundwater identified as a “Data Gap” in 
the United Research Services Report October 2014



About our catchment
River is augmented during the irrigation season by Opuha Water 
Limited via the Kakahu Irrigation Limited

As we are an augmented catchment, how the river is managed is now 
different to the rest of the Temuka catchment



About our catchment
Habitat for bats, long finned eel and freshwater mussels & crayfish

Maori rock art at the escarpment 

2nd largest Native Bush remnant in O.T.O.P zone (South Canterbury Conservation Trust)



About our catchment
Very mixed land use with forestry, arable, sheep and beef, dairy 
support and dairy

Water used for irrigation, domestic and stock water



Kakahu Catchment Group

Vision Statement:

“The Kakahu Catchment will 
provide for safe drinking water, 
recreation, enhance cultural and 
wildlife values, and support 
sustainable, economic activities 
for the immediate and long term 
future” 



Kakahu Catchment Group
We have been an active sub-catchment group over the past 3 
years

2 years ago, the group decided with the lack of robust 
information to carry out its own water quality monitoring 
program (12mth monitoring program completed)

We have had several field days and public meetings within the 
catchment

Steering Group have done a river walk looking at nutrient 
hotspots



Kakahu Catchment Group

Currently investigating a Catchment Wide Sediment Trap 
Consent with ECan

“APPLICATION FOR A LAND USE CONSENT FOR EARTHWORKS 
OVER AQUIFERS, EARTHWORKS AND VEGETATION CLEARANCE 
IN RIPARIAN AREAS, INSTALL, REMOVE AND MAINTAIN 
STRUCTURE IN THE BED OF A RIVER.”



Key Concerns
Ecan stopped doing ANY water quality monitoring in the 
catchment at the beginning of this process

Key to understand what is actually happening in the 
catchment with OWL water coming in, and how water 
quality changes throughout the catchment

As fencing off the river is expected/required under GMP we 
have concerns about the provision for stock water. 

The Downlands & Te Moana schemes are currently fully 
allocated so future water allocation will be required.



Key Concerns
We want to be in the best position to make informed 
decisions about our catchment, however will find this 
impossible due to the current lack of monitoring

We are concerned that the Kakahu Catchment will be 
grouped with the Temuka Catchment for the sub regional 
process, whose issues are different to ours 

(high P versus high N)



Key Concerns
Also concerned that there are fundamental issues with the 
Farm Portal and how that is generating Good Management 
Practice (GMP) loss numbers

GMP needs to be less about a number and more about what 
is actually happening on farm

Lack of robust science feeding this process – concerns about 
the catchment modeling, how GMP is being used in this 
context, and the impacts that will have



General Outcomes Sought
To recognize augmentation of the Kakahu catchment, and 
that we do not have the same water quality issues as other 
catchments around us.

We are seeking further Ecan funding and expertise to 
investigate this.

P is more easily mitigated through on FEP’s and other on 
farm and catchment wide measures, such as sediment traps

Fully support the use of FEP’s and GMP (the booklet and 
physical practices)



General Outcomes Sought
Split the Kakahu into the upper and lower catchments as they 
have different issues.

Ecan to fund more frequent “in River” monitoring of the river 
to assist with measuring land use effects.

Allowing landholders to see the difference they are making

Funded monitor farm Project



Proposed Solutions
We want to be actively part of determining the catchments 
solutions

Expert technical meetings with ECan and stakeholders to 
agree on the modeling being undertaken

ECan to provide all required expert reports, to base solutions 
on robust facts



Proposed Solutions
We will review this information, and then work through with 
ECan and stakeholders suitable solutions, prior to the plan 
being drafted

This will provide the best opportunity to determine solutions 
for the catchment as a whole

Unless changes are made now to this process, all parties will be 
fighting it out at a hearing, which goes against collaborative 
processes and ensuring the best outcome.



Questions?

We welcome questions 


